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Suppose a vehicle no longer meets current 
legislation, for example, regarding the 
reduction of safety risks or load-securing 
regulations. Almost any specialized vehicle 
can be adapted to meet modern legal 
requirements for road transport, which vary 
by country and cargo type. For instance, 
devices that prevent cargo from shifting can 
be added. A trailer can be equipped with the 

latest TÜV-certified lashing points, available in 
various tonnage capacities. It is also possible 
to install a front wall and rows of stanchions 
to secure the load. These modifications are 
TÜV-tested and certified. To adapt the vehicle 
to changing transport needs, there are also 
various options available. For example, 
the trailer can be equipped with hydraulic 
ramps or a winch. By upgrading a vehicle, 

the transport operator is set for years to come. 
The mentioned modifications are part of the 
standard package for a full vehicle overhaul.

CHANGE AND IMPROVEMENT 
DUTCH UPGRADING
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At the Nooteboom Trailers headquarters in Wijchen, around one 
hundred trailers are renovated and modified each year. Increasingly, 
transport companies are turning to our financing lease partners 
to invest in vehicle overhauls or upgrades. This might be because 
they wish to reserve liquid funds for other assets, or because their 
primary bank does not see value in modernizing used vehicles. 
Leasing companies that specialize in the overhaul of equipment and 
corporate assets show much higher acceptance for these investments.  

NOW ALSO IN GERMANY
Building on successful collaboration with renowned financing partners 
in the Netherlands, Nooteboom now has a partner in Germany 
ready to expand their industrial equipment financing services to 
include trailer overhauls. Max Hillmann states: “Ultimately, we are 
working towards a European network of reputable financing partners 
who recognize the importance of upgrading and modernizing the 
fleets of transport companies.
Customers are thrilled when they see that, for a moderate monthly 
rate, they can keep their trailer(s) in perfect condition. The expense is 
quickly recouped with a commercial vehicle in optimal condition.”

FINANCING OF
OVERHAUL AND UPGRADE

GENERAL OVERHAUL FOR EXTENDED TRAILER LIFE
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FINANCIAL ADVANTAGES
The significant benefit of financing the overhaul through leasing 
is that working capital remains untouched, while the trailer fleet 
stays modern and optimally usable. The transport company retains 
ownership of the trailer and benefits from tax depreciation.

Due to the higher residual value of the commercial vehicle, it is 
essentially only about financing fixed, relatively low depreciation 
costs. Hillmann states: “In addition, this helps prevent high repair 
costs and downtime.” Nooteboom Trailers collaborates with an 
external appraiser who re-evaluates the renewed trailer for the 
leasing company and the vehicle’s insurer (including value increase).
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1 - WHAT IS THE COST OF REFURBISHING THE VEHICLE IN ITS 
CURRENT STATE? 
 
It goes without saying that all the financial consequences must 
be taken into account when weighing up the pros and cons of 
refurbishment or (eventually) purchasing a new trailer. As a rule 
of thumb a complete refurbishment will require an investment that, 
depending on the vehicle’s state of maintenance, will amount to 35 to 
50% of its replacement value. 

2 - WHAT IS THE ADDED VALUE OF A REFURBISHMENT? 
 
Refurbishment will double the average service life of the vehicle.  

3 - IS IT TRUE THAT REFURBISHMENT IS ESPECIALLY 
WORTHWHILE FOR A CUSTOM-BUILT VEHICLE? 
 
Customer-specific vehicles cost more than standard versions. 
Generally speaking it will be more cost-effective to refurbish a custom-
built vehicle, as long as the trailer’s function will still meet with the 
requirements in the long term. 

4 - HOW SOON CAN I GET AN APPOINTMENT TO HAVE MY 
VEHICLE REFURBISHED?  

We need a period of a fortnight for planning purposes. So, if you call 
us tomorrow it will be your turn in two weeks. 

5 - DOES THE REFURBISHMENT OF VEHICLES COME WITH A 
WARRANTY?  

Absolutely. We provide a 12-month warranty. 

6 - IS IT POSSIBLE TO HIRE A REPLACEMENT VEHICLE DURING 
THE TIME THAT MY VEHICLE IS BEING REFURBISHED? 

No, unfortunately that won’t be possible. The vehicles we deal with 
are not standard and of such a variety that it is impossible to have a 
replacement vehicle at the ready for every trailer. Furthermore, there 
are various issues when it comes to hiring a trailer, such as requesting 
exemptions. 

GENERAL OVERHAUL FOR EXTENDED TRAILER LIFE
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7 -WHAT WILL BE THE MARKET VALUE OF A VEHICLE AFTER IT 
HAS BEEN REFURBISHED?  

The market value of a refurbished vehicle is determined by a firm 
of surveyors for the benefit of the insurer (and lease company if 
applicable). Naturally the market value of a trailer is per definition 
not equal to the cost of a refurbishment. 

8 - HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE TO REFURBISH A VEHICLE? 
 
For a complete refurbishment you must expect your vehicle to be in 
the workshop in Wijchen for approx. 8 weeks. 

QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS
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Nooteboom Trailers B.V.
Nieuweweg 190, 6603 BV Wijchen, The Netherlands
Tel. +31 24 6488864, E-mail info@nooteboom.com

www.nooteboom.com
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